
ACT-A Emergency Oxygen Taskforce Milestones 
February 2021 - February 2022 

2021 
February

• Unitaid announces the ACT-A Oxygen Emergency Taskforce  


March

• The Global Fund includes oxygen in their COVID-19 Response Mechanism (C19RM)

• EBC releases Open Letter appealing to LMIC decision-makers to leverage ACT-A funding for oxygen supplies

• PATH launches the A2O2 Resource Library, funded by Unitaid and a grant from BMGF 


April

• PATH, CHAI, and EBC release the COVID-19 Oxygen Needs Tracker 2.0 (with costing) as part of the COVID-19 

Respiratory Care Response Coordination project, funded by a grant from BMGF  

• EBC launches the Oxygen Crisis “Risk List” to highlight LMICs at risk of shortages

• WHO profiles medical oxygen in “Science in 5”  

• WHO launches guidance tools to support oxygen cylinder safety, medical gas piping safety, and fire mitigation

• PATH procures $US5 million of oxygen equipment (cylinders, accessories, pulse oximeters, etc.), funded by Unitaid 

PATH and CHAI request proposals for procurement and supply of oxygen cylinders and accessories to Liberia, 
Malawi, Nigeria, Uganda and Zambia, funded by Unitaid 


May

• The Global Fund announces $US75 million oxygen support to India 

• EBC releases social medical campaign “ACT-A Oxygen Stories” beginning with UNICEF in Madagascar  

• UNICEF announces $US182 million grant from the Canadian Government to finance COVID-19 treatments via 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 ACT-A Supplies Financing Facility (SFF)

• EBC launches Oxygen Plant “Find & Fix List”  

• EBC releases ACT-A Oxygen Financing Guidance to LMIC Health Ministers 

• WHO hosts webinar, “Bridging the Gap Between Oxygen Needs and Technical Solutions”

• Save the Children announces new support to Nepal including more than 1,000 oxygen concentrators and other 

critical oxygen equipment, funded by The Global Fund  

• BMGF provides grant financing for oxygen plants in India, with a focus on the states of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar

• UNICEF launches Request for Expressions of Interest for Oxygen System Service Contractors


June

• Unitaid and CHAI announce landmark agreements with medical gas giants Air Liquide and Linde  

• EBC releases ACT-A Oxygen Stories about World Bank in Tajikistan, Global Fund in India, and Save the 

Children in Nepal  

• Unitaid and EBC publish oxygen commentary in The Independent  

• Unitaid launches Access to Oxygen Social Media Campaign  

• The Global Fund releases an Oxygen Crisis Infographic and announces 33% of C19RM health products awards 

are for oxygen

• CHAI partners with Afrox to supply oxygen to Zambia, funded by Unitaid 

• ACT-A profiles oxygen in “The Accelerator” newsletter

• EBC and Access to Medicine Foundation co-host the third Access to Medical Oxygen Roundtable and publish 

report

• UNICEF supports the procurement of $US8.5 million worth of oxygen equipment to 29 LMICs, funded by UNICEF’s 

ACT-A Supplies Financing Facility (ACT-A SFF)

• UNICEF expands its global oxygen technical team to support 45 countries with oxygen planning, procurement, 

product delivery, and programmatic use


July

• The Global Fund approves $US135 million in oxygen and oxygen-related products and tools to 25 low- and lower-

middle income countries and encourages countries to consider liquid oxygen in their funding requests

• EBC releases G20 Oxygen Statement 

• EBC releases ACT-A Oxygen Stories with WHO in Somalia and UNOPS in Nepal 

• i+solutions issues Request for Proposals for oxygen suppliers and equipment, funded by The Global Fund 

• WHO publishes Technical Consultation on Oxygen Access Scale-Up for COVID-19
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https://unitaid.org/news-blog/covid-19-oxygen-emergency-impacting-more-than-half-a-million-people-in-low-and-middle-income-countries-every-day-as-demand-surges/#en
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/10698/covid19_2021-03-12-preparingfundingrequestsc19rm2021_letter_en.pdf
https://stoppneumonia.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/EveryBreathCountsOpenLetterLMICGovernments-1.pdf
https://a2o2resources.org/
https://www.path.org/programs/market-dynamics/covid-19-oxygen-needs-tracker/
https://www.path.org/resources/covid19-respiratory-care-response-coordination/
https://www.path.org/resources/covid19-respiratory-care-response-coordination/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EawG7nDVP1USdrPpJap0wA-3jpRdZZYduOsKI45tlpM/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oB8Luw-3Ryk
https://www.who.int/initiatives/oxygen-access-scale-up
https://path.azureedge.net/media/documents/RFQDocument_12May2021_v3.0.pdf
https://path.azureedge.net/media/documents/RFQDocument_12May2021_v3.0.pdf
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2021-05-06-global-fund-approves-usd75-million-for-india-covid-19-response/
https://twitter.com/Stop_Pneumonia/status/1395666900953219073
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/canada-becomes-first-country-support-covid-19-therapeutics-new-unicef-fund
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JiwNxJrJBimYkibu6joPU-TnzMmqE41c2XDjgDipSyw/edit#gid=0
https://stoppneumonia.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/EveryBreathCountsOxygenOpenLetterWHA2021Updated.pdf
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/05/04/default-calendar/webinar-bridging-the-gap-between-oxygen-needs-and-technical-solutions
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-warns-nepal-faces-%E2%80%9Clethal-cocktail%E2%80%9D-testing-and-oxygen-shortages-vaccine-drive
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/articles/covid-india-response
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice/129340
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unprecedented-cooperation-global-oxygen-suppliers-june-2021/#en
https://twitter.com/Stop_Pneumonia/status/1402555703382917120
https://twitter.com/Stop_Pneumonia/status/1400384927389163523
https://twitter.com/Stop_Pneumonia/status/1406906715296210944
https://twitter.com/Stop_Pneumonia/status/1406906715296210944
https://www.independent.co.uk/independentpremium/voices/oxygen-covid-treatment-g7-india-b1865361.html
https://twitter.com/UNITAID/status/1409383580225224706
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/photo-gallery/2021-06-11-covid-19-causing-a-devastating-oxygen-crisis/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/11136/covid19_2021-06-24-board_update_en.pdf
https://www.clintonhealthaccess.org/actualizing-global-agreements-increasing-medical-oxygen-supply-to-hospitals-in-zambia/
https://spark.adobe.com/page/bllsza7j1ORpw/
https://accesstomedicinefoundation.org/events/access-to-medical-oxygen-roundtable-series
https://stoppneumonia.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/AccesstoMedicalOxygenRoundtableReportJune2021-2.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/supply/media/8776/file/ACT-A-SFF-Quarterly-Report-Q2-2021.pdf
http://Liquid%20Oxygen%20in%20C19RM%20Funding%20Requests
https://stoppneumonia.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/EveryBreathCountsG20Statement2021.pdf
https://twitter.com/Stop_Pneumonia/status/1417070982171447297
https://twitter.com/Stop_Pneumonia/status/1419967701599100928
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240031517


• PATH releases Sub-Saharan Africa Respiratory Care Equipment Distributors report and the Oxygen 
Generation and Storage series brief as part of the COVID-19 Respiratory Care Response Coordination 
project, funded by a grant from BMGF


• CHAI supports Cameroon to develop a five year oxygen plan and the procurement of oxygen concentrators, 
respirators, pulse oximeters, PSA plants, and cylinders, funded by Unitaid 


• WHO released a draft revision to the International Pharmacopoeia affirming the safety of medical oxygen 93% 
generated by Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) and Vacuum Swing Adsorption (VSA) technology


• UNICEF releases Request for Proposals for Oxygen Generation Plant Repairs and Biomedical Engineering 
Services 


August

• The Global Fund approves ~$U40 million in oxygen and oxygen-related products and tools to 18 low- and lower-

middle income countries and reports that oxygen continues to represent a high percentage (21%) of awarded 
funding - ~$US412 million

• EBC releases ACT-A Oxygen Story with PATH in Tanzania  

• i+solutions issues Request for Proposals for the supply of oxygen plants and medical oxygen solutions, funded by 

The Global Fund 

• PATH releases Respiratory Care Equipment Procurement Options brief as part of the COVID-19 Respiratory 

Care Response Coordination project, funded by a grant from BMGF


September

• EBC and the Platform for Civil Society and Community Representatives to ACT-A co-host “Africa Oxygen 

Briefing”  

• National Agency for the Control of AIDS (NACA) in Nigeria issues an Invitation to Tender for oxygen plant 

optimization in government hospitals, funded by The Global Fund  

• US Government hosts Global COVID-19 Summit announces $US50 million for oxygen support as part of the 

“Save Lives Now” agenda

• UNICEF secures long-term agreements (LTAs) with two global suppliers for the procurement of PSA plants and 

accessories 

• EBC releases ACT-A Oxygen Story with CHAI in Zambia  

• UNICEF supports the procurement of $US8.9 million worth of oxygen equipment to 48 LMICs, funded by UNICEF’s 

ACT-A Supplies Financing Facility (ACT-A SFF)

• UNICEF adds PSA plants to the UNICEF Catalogue and sends the first Oxygen “Plant-in-a-Box” to Uganda 

• The Global Fund reports that it has awarded $US163.5 million for new PSA plants and $US60 million for liquid 

oxygen 


October

• EBC and Unitaid co-host “Oxygen and the Pandemic, a briefing for Offices of UN Ambassadors”

• Access to Medicine Foundation releases Fortune article, “With COVID patients gasping for breath, it’s time to 

close the oxygen gap”  

• EBC and CDDEP co-host “The Global Oxygen Crisis”  

• WHO publishes interim guidance on WHO Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) for medicinal gases

• EBC letter campaign to select G20 Foreign Ministers and Departments 

• PATH releases Business Models in Respiratory Care as part of the COVID-19 Respiratory Care Response 

Coordination project, funded by a grant from BMGF

• The Global Fund reports it has awarded $US477 million for oxygen and clinical care-related products representing 

15.5% of overall health product C19RM spend

• WHO releases an updated draft revision to the International Pharmacopoeia affirming the safety of medical 

oxygen 93% generated by Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) and Vacuum Swing Adsorption (VSA) technology


November 

• EBC publishes Project Syndicate article calling for G20 to invest in oxygen via the ACT-Accelerator  

• EBC launches ACT-A Oxygen Story with BHI and WHO in Guinea-Bissau

• BMGF announces grant funding to Build Health International to repair broken oxygen plants in LMICs

• CHAI supports oxygen training for hospital staff across five cities in Ecuador, funded by Unitaid funding

• CHAI supports the procurement, installation, and logistics for PSA plants and cylinders in Ethiopia, with Unitaid 

funding

• CHAI launches oxygen training for hospital staff from 13 regions in Zimbabwe, with Unitaid funding

• UNOPS provides an oxygen plant and training for Kite Teaching Hospital, Zambia, with financing from UNICEF

• The Global Fund releases a new Strategy (2023-28) which includes an Evolving Objective to support countries to 

prevent, prepare for, and respond to, pandemics
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https://www.path.org/programs/market-dynamics/sub-saharan-africa-respiratory-care-equipment-distributors/
https://www.path.org/resources/oxygen-generation-and-storage/
https://www.path.org/resources/oxygen-generation-and-storage/
https://www.path.org/resources/covid19-respiratory-care-response-coordination/
https://www.path.org/resources/covid19-respiratory-care-response-coordination/
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/medicines/norms-and-standards/current-projects/qas20_867_rev2_medicinal_oxygen.pdf?sfvrsn=623523ac_5
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice/135638
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice/135638
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/11271/covid19_2021-08-18-board_update_en.pdf
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/11271/covid19_2021-08-18-board_update_en.pdf
https://twitter.com/Stop_Pneumonia/status/1430831433245933571
https://www.iplussolutions.org/request-for-proposal-rfp-052021/
https://www.path.org/resources/respiratory-care-equipment-procurement-options/
https://www.path.org/resources/covid19-respiratory-care-response-coordination/
https://www.path.org/resources/covid19-respiratory-care-response-coordination/
https://twitter.com/Stop_Pneumonia/status/1430931418193014784
https://twitter.com/Stop_Pneumonia/status/1430931418193014784
https://www.naca.gov.ng/invitation-to-tender-for-the-oxygen-plants-optimization-project-in-federal-tertiary-hospitals-in-nigeria-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/24/global-covid-19-summit-ending-the-pandemic-and-building-back-better/
https://twitter.com/UNITAID/status/1443152720286859266
https://www.unicef.org/supply/media/9831/file/ACT-A-SFF-Quarterly-Report-Q3-2021.pdf
https://supply.unicef.org/all-materials/oxygen-supply-system/psa-oxygen-plants.html
https://www.unicef.org/supply/stories/first-unicef-oxygen-plant-box-heads-uganda-help-covid-19-response
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/11400/covid19_2021-09-29-board_update_en.pdf
https://fortune.com/2021/10/21/covid-medical-oxygen-access-gap/
https://fortune.com/2021/10/21/covid-medical-oxygen-access-gap/
https://cddep.org/webinars/oct-28-the-global-oxygen-crisis/
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/2021-dha-docs/qas21_875rev2_medicinalgases_interim_version.pdf?sfvrsn=cf795c4a_5
https://path.azureedge.net/media/documents/O2_Business_models_brief_PATH_FINAL.pdf
https://www.path.org/resources/covid19-respiratory-care-response-coordination/
https://www.path.org/resources/covid19-respiratory-care-response-coordination/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/11478/covid19_2021-10-29-board_update_en.pdf
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/2021-dha-docs/qas20-867rev4_medicinaloxygen_interim_version.pdf?sfvrsn=6e1e024b_9
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/preventing-next-respiratory-disease-pandemic-by-leith-greenslade-2021-11
https://twitter.com/BuildHealthIntl/status/1463514247929937922
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/about/committed-grants/2021/11/inv038327
https://www.unops.org/news-and-stories/news/covid-19-stay-up-to-date-with-the-latest-on-unops-support-to-response-efforts
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/11497/strategy_globalfund2023-2028_executivesummary_en.pdf


• UNICEF strengthens oxygen systems in 22 countries, with $US4 million of Humanitarian Action for Children 
(HAC) funds


December

• EBC releases Oxygen Statement to Development Ministers 

• USAID announces a further $US75 million for additional support for USAID’s Rapid Response efforts which 

includes investment to help strengthen oxygen market systems to improve reliable oxygen production and delivery

• EBC releases ACT-A Oxygen Story with CHAI and Unitaid in Uganda

• WHO launches guidance and checklists for care, cleaning, disinfection, and sterilization of respiratory devices  

• PATH supports Malawi’s release of their first National Oxygen Roadmap as part of the COVID-19 Respiratory 

Care Response Coordination project, funded by a grant from BMGF

• CHAI supports oxygen and piping to 11 government hospitals and trains staff in seven hospitals in pulse oximetry 

and oxygen, funded by a grant from BMGF and Unitaid  

• Access to Medicine Foundation releases new Strategic Direction 2022-26, including research and engagement to 

incentivize medical oxygen companies to bridge oxygen gaps for underserved facilities and vulnerable populations

• The Global Fund reports $US489 million awarded for oxygen and clinical care-related products representing 

15.3% of overall C19RM health product spend

• i+solutions issues Request for Proposals for Oxygen Supplies and Equipment, funded by The Global Fund 

• WHO launches video training series on biomedical use, corrective, and preventative maintenance

• CHAI supported a situational analysis of oxygen therapy across 515 health facilities and 15 oxygen plants across 

nine provinces of DRC, funded by Unitaid

• CHAI supports the procurement and installation oxygen cylinder manifolds and piping across 11 facilities in 

Rwanda, funded by Unitaid  

• UNICEF supports the procurement of $US12.5 million worth of oxygen equipment to 68 LMICs, funded by 

UNICEF’s  ACT-A Supplies Financing Facility (ACT-A SFF)

• UNICEF installs first Oxygen Plant-in-a-Box in Soroti Regional Referral Hospital in Uganda, funded by UNICEF’s 

ACT-A Supplies Financing Facility (ACT-A SFF) and UK Aid


2022 
January

• EBC releases ACT-A Oxygen Story with PATH in Zambia

• CHAI releases Request for Proposals to improve medical oxygen infrastructure across ~12 hospitals in 

Guatemala and Ecuador, funded by Unitaid  

• UNICEF calls for Expressions of Interest from biomedical engineers and/or medical oxygen program experts-for a  

Roster of Consultants


February

• African CDC and EBC issue a Statement on Access to Medical Oxygen in Africa for the African Union - 

European Union Summit, with the support of Unitaid, WHO, UNICEF, and the Global Fund

• CHAI supports the government of Cambodia to finalize a one-year Oxygen Preparedness Plan covering all aspects 

of oxygen systems, funded by a grant from BMGF and Unitaid funding

• EBC releases ACT-A Oxygen Story with CHAI in Nigeria


For the past year, the ACT-A Oxygen Emergency Taskforce has worked closely with many partners and would like to specifically 
acknowledge the ACT-A Facilitation Council CSO representatives, the ACT-Accelerator Coordination Hub, the ACT-A Communities and 
Civil Society Platform, ACT-A Therapeutics Pillar leaders and CSO representatives, Friends of the Global Fight, and the Unitaid Board 
NGO representatives for their strong support of the ACT-A access to oxygen agenda.


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

For more details, contact: 

Leith Greenslade, Coordinator, Every Breath Counts Coalition, leith@justactions.org 
Herve Verhoosel, Head of Communications, Unitaid, verhooselh@unitaid.who.int
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https://www.unicef.org/appeals/act-a
https://stoppneumonia.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/EveryBreathCountsDevelopmentMinistersOxygen.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/dec-6-2021-usaid-announces-initiative-global-vaccine-access-global-vax
https://twitter.com/Stop_Pneumonia/status/1470703650842583042
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/checklists-for-care-cleaning-disinfection-and-sterilization-of-respiratory-devices
https://www.path.org/case-studies/production-patient-roadmap-strengthen-oxygen-access-malawi/
https://www.path.org/resources/covid19-respiratory-care-response-coordination/
https://www.path.org/resources/covid19-respiratory-care-response-coordination/
https://accesstomedicinefoundation.org/publications/the-access-to-medicine-foundations-strategic-direction-2022-2026
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/11629/covid19_2021-12-16-board_update_en.pdf
https://www.iplussolutions.org/rfp-for-the-supply-of-oxygen-supplies-and-equipment-no-062021/
https://www.who.int/teams/health-product-policy-and-standards/assistive-and-medical-technology/medical-devices/management-use/trainings
https://www.unicef.org/supply/media/10916/file/%20ACT-A-SFF-Quarterly-Report-Q4-2021.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/uganda/stories/first-unicef-oxygen-plant-box-heads-uganda-help-covid-19-response
https://www.unicef.org/supply/act-sff-reporting#:~:text=UNICEF's%20Access%20to%20COVID-19,via%20the%20organization's%20Procurement%20Services.
https://twitter.com/Stop_Pneumonia/status/1485926368118554624
https://www.clintonhealthaccess.org/request-for-proposals-improving-oxygen-infrastructure-and-delivery-in-ecuador-and-guatemala/
https://jobs.unicef.org/fr/job/547856/consultancy-expression-of-interest-for-roster-oxygen-consultancies-in-biomedical-engineering-andor-oxygen-programming-various-duty-stationsnyhq-health-section-pg-supply-division-req-547856
https://stoppneumonia.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/AU-EUSummitAccesstoMedicalOxygenStatement2022.pdf
https://twitter.com/Stop_Pneumonia/status/1496176447584714759
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/09/10/default-calendar/access-to-covid-19-tools-accelerator-facilitation-council-meeting
http://covid19advocacy.org/
http://covid19advocacy.org/
https://www.theglobalfight.org/team-member/chris-collins/
https://unitaidngodelegation.org/who-we-are/
https://unitaidngodelegation.org/who-we-are/
mailto:leith@justactions.org
mailto:verhooselh@unitaid.who.int



